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(2) The Book Of 
The Prayer 

Comments: 
a. According to the lexicographers and jwists the word SaUt meam prayer or 

supplication. Some of the scholars hold that the essence of Salit is 
reverence. The ritual prayer is so called because it sigruhes reverence for 
All&. 

b. Prayer is  a devotional act consisting of a series of utterances and actions 
that start with pronouncing the the greatness of AllHh symbolized by the 
words Allcihu Akbar and end with turning one's face right and left, 
articulating Taslim (greeting), symbolized by the the words: As-Salimu- 
'Alaikum Wa Xahmatullcih (I'eace and AllHh's mercy be upon you). 

c. Prayer is an important pillar (among the Five Pillars) of Islam. It is the 
surest means of securing nearness to Allfi, the coolness of our beloved 
Prophet's eye, a healing for the believer's pains and miseries, a bulwark 
against the believeis misfortunes, and the key to the doors of Paradise for 
the chosen ones of All*, wen as the Qur'in says: "And seek help in 
patience and prayer." (2:153) 
Important as the prayer is, the manner of its performance is also equally 
important. A prayer performed by one's devised method will not be 
acceptable to All& Its acceptability is linked to doing it exactly according 
to the Sunnah of the Prophet g, since he himself has said: Pray as you have 
seen me pray. (Bukhriri: 631). It is, therefore, essential that we perform the 
prayer complete with all the Sunlulh, obligatory duties and desirable acts 
specified by the Prophet g. It will be a punitive act on the part of anyone 
who belittles and neglects anyone of the blessed Sunnah on the basis of 
one's own deviant interpretations and arguments. The degree of reward 
promised for performing prayer in conformity with the precepts of the 
Prophet a can be estimated by the following saying of our beloved 
Prophet g: Abu Hmairah 4% reported: I heard the Messenger of AUSh 
say, "Say, if there were a river at the door of one of you in which he takes a 
bath five times a day, would any soiling remain on him?" They replied, 
"No soiling would be left on him." He said, "That is the five (obligatory) 
prayers. AUa wipes out all sins as a result of performing them." (BuhAn': 
528 & Muslim: 666) 



The Book Of The Prayer 441 B W I  +S 

1. The Chapters On The 
Times Of Prayer 

667. It was narrated from 
S u l a i d  bin Buraidah that his 
father said: "A man came to the 
Prophet @ and asked him about 
the times of prayer. He said: 'Pray 
with us for two days.' When the 
sun  passed i ts  zenith he 
commanded BilSl to call the 
AdhLin, then he commanded him 
to give the Iqtmuh for Zuhr; then 
he commanded him to give the 
lqtmah for 'Asr when the sun was 
high and clearly white. Then he 
commanded him to give the 
Iqtmnh for Mnghrib when the sun 
had set; then he commanded him 
to give the Iqrimah for 'Isht' when 
t h e  r e d  a f t e r g l o w  h a d  
disappeared; then he commanded 
him to give the Iqimah for Fajr 
when dawn came. On the 
following day he commanded 
him to give the Adhtn for Zuhr 
when the extreme heat had 
passed and it had cooled down; 
then he prayed 'Asr when the sun 
was still high, but he delayed it 
more than he had done the day 
before; then he prayed Mnghrib 
before the red afterglow 
disappeared; he prayed 'Ishi' 
when one-third of the night had 
passed; and he prayed Fnjr at the 
time when it was already light. 
Then he said: 'Where is the one 
who was asking about the times 
of Prayer?' The man said: 'Here I 
am, 0 Messenger of AUW He 
said: 'The times of your prayer 
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are between the times you have 
seen.'" (Sahih) 

j. -i\r:e '41 ii~&~ 0ljg1 "L G+WI C+ 7 : c ~  
.+ & j V l  

Comments: 
a. With regard to any prayer, it is best to perform it at the earliest after the 

onset of the permissible time for it, although it is also permissible to delay it 
as long as it does not cross the prescribed limit of time for that particular 
prayer. 

b. It is permissible to sometimes leave the optimum for something other than 
optimum, but only for purposes prudent or educative. It is not, however, 
proper to make a habit of it. 

c. Cooling down of the day for Zuhr (early afternoon prayer) means waiting 
for reduction in the intensity of the heat. It is, as we d know, extremely hot 
at noon in the summer season. The Zuhr prayer can, therefore, wait a little 
after the sun has passed its zenith. There is, however, no justification for 
such delays in colder weathers. 

d. It may be noted that the time for Asr (afternoon prayer), for both the days 
mentioned in the Hadith, has been expressed in similar terms, namely: (i) 
"When the sun was high and dearly white,' and (ii) 'When the sun was still 
high.' We will read more discussion about the sun's height in coming 
Ahridith. 

e. The time for Maghrib (early evening prayer) starts with the sinking of the 
sundisk on the horizon, and ends with the disappearance of the red 
afterglow appearing on the west. 

f. The time for 'Isha^' (night prayer) starts with the disappearance of the red 
afterglow. As inferred from the Hudith, its end seems to be the passing of 
one-third of the night. Some other AhLidifh suggest it to be until the passing 
of half of the night. 

668. It was narrated from fin :$$I 6; 2 6 2  - ?'.A 
Shihsb that he was sitting on the sf Ug > I  j; + GI flcf cushions of 'Umar bin 'Abdul- , , 

'Aziz when he was the leader &>gl + 2 $ 26 &i y+6 sg 
over Al-Madinah, and with him ,I ',, . , ' 

was 'Urwah bin Zubau. 'Umar j! ZJr k; 'G2.1 &i $>Gi 2 
delayed ' A s r  somewhat, and 5 j6 '*G $g '$1 
'Urwah said to him: "Jibril came * ,, 
down and led the Messenger of J&; jGi > J3 &? ,, 55! - ~f :$;$ - 
All* @ in prayer." 'Umar said g 23 G $1 :;6;. 5 j6 '@ 
to him: "Know what you are 

6 , .  r . ,  * ,  
saying, 0 'Urwah!" He said: "I 2- &I j! & % : J G  !:;$ 

) 9 heard Bashir bin Abu Mas'ud + : J+z 2+ ?f : , : j ?, - 9- 
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saying, 'I heard Abu Mas'ud ) a  '$ J,* J$ :Js $g $1 J4 ;  saying, "I heard the Messenger of 
All31 @ saying, 'Jibril came G 2  '& & p '& 
down m d  led me in prayer, and I ck 'k  2  ,,, 
prayed with him then I prayed . c . k a  

with him, then I prayed with him, 
.+I& wG$ f i-w 3 ,  ., 

then I prayed with him, then I 
prayed with him,' and he counted 
five prayers on his fingers." 
(Sahih) 

'r7'i):t ',.+ &I ai& &WI >j +.L, '+~+II +pi :cj; 
;r +,I,,, ,?L&Il+&, 7 \ . : e  '41 ~ I > I  o~,f U4 '*L"" '+, 
Comments: , 0 2 3  r~ Lf 

a. The coming down of Jibril (the Archangel) for the determination of prayer 
times highlights the importance of prayer in general, and of congregational 
prayer in particular. It also higbhghts the importance of performing the 
prayers on time. 

b. No one in an Islamic society is above criticism. But even while dissenting 
with someone, it is essential that we do not neglect the norms of decency 
and respect towards others. 

c. If the point at issue is not clear, it is no offence to the dignity of the speaker 
to seek further clarification from him. 

d. Any Hadith narrated before the people wiII cany more conviction if it is 
supported by reference to the source of the Hadith or its chain of narrators. 

e. The practice of narrating Ahidith along with their chain of m a t o r s  had 
started as early as the age of the Successors, which made it easy for the 
people to distinguish between an authentic Hadith and a fabricated one. 

Chapter 2. The Time Of The $1 $2 43 +q - (7 +I) 
Fajr Prayer 

(7 ZdJl) 

669. It was narrated that '~ ishah Fg : f : & @& - l~f 
said: "The believing women used ." .rl. . , r .  ? ,:, 
to perform the ~ubhl" prayer ' 6 ;$  3 ,4291 2 tw jl LI+ 

with the Prophet g, then they +$j1 ;L; ?J :a'G &;G 2 
would go back to their families 
and no one would recognize J,! k 2  $ ~ $ 1  5% % $1 ., 
them," meaning because of the 

: &: .'kf $$ *$ xf 
darkness. (Sahih) 

''I 'Ik obligatory Fajr prayer. 
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&I 3 7 L a :  ,$I . . . &L &I + & I  + L  c + U I  ' r j -  +pi :cj;; 

02, k: $1 
Comments: 
a. Women also used to join the prayers along with their male counterparts. 

The reason for this was that, when the Prophet delivered his discourses 
or the people asked him questions, even the women would listen to it and 
gain howledge about their religion. 

b. Being able to listen to longer recitations of the Qur'h and still finish it early 
means that the congegation assembled quite early, and the prayer was 
performed in its earliest prescribed hour. 

c. The women did not stay back after the prayer for purposes of doing other 
devotional recitals, but left the mosque immediately after the prayer. As for 
men they, as becomes clear from other AEdifh, waited until all the women 
had left the mosque. 

, - 
670. It was narrated from Abu $Z 2 bGi 3 6 2  - 7v. 
Hurairah that the Messenger of ~ , ' , L ,-* , s~ 

A l l a  And recite the 3 'Pv1 2 'd' ., : g y l  
--> 

Q u f h  during the Fajr. Verily, the &f 2 '&91; c $ ~  3 '+I;L 
recitation of the Qur 'h  during , - . - L,.,' 

Fair is ever witnessed."~'l He :% $ I  ?YJ 3 isif 3 &7?G -, - 
said: "It is witnessed by the + = -*-* , *:<* 1 . 9  blL9,$ 
angels of the night and the day." , 

(Sahih) 
/ I -I :wa :X EVA : + l y ~ l l  .&+ 

. gJ@l; g1 kfs 
+A?- 2 r \ r o : z  '+L$l> c +  b k i  3 fvf1~ :L- i  +,A [-I :E+ 
-+, ' Fw :JGJ 1+ 0 4 1  +..A,::P $ i 3 & +  b & i & * _ r  

"2, &,Mi b . M I 9  +dl> '&Jl, CY\~'Y\./\: , .~WI, ' \ i v f : z  'L;; 

. O f  ' a l " / r : s  &I 

Comments: 
a. shows the importance and merit of the of Fajr prayer. The 'Asr prayer 

also parlners it in merit. 
b. Angels witnessing the congregation is indicative of the pride of place in the 

Divine scheme occupied by the believers. 

671. Mughith bin Smay i  said: "I GlsL 3 $31 & 6 2  - l V \  
prayed the Subh with 'AbdulEh 62 : aj, 62 : a .  ;, - &-;-" 



The Book Of The Prayer 445 

bin Zubair in the darkness, and , I,' 
when he said the Taslim, I turned :>1;~ '4s t l  +> ;tl + L<L : ~ l ~ ; ~ ~  

to Ibn ' U r n  and said: 'What is g g & : Jc s + 

' ~ ' ' " -;tl+EL 
this prayer?' He said: 'This is how 

+ a cA we prayed with the Messenger of , ,  $1 + &I 

Allih .h and with Abu Bakr and y c a l  BA 6 a 
,, '$ Sl ,$ 

'Umar. When 'Umar was stabbed, 
&,\ J$; zg Ks 'Uthrngn delaved it until there % ,' , ,, Bd :X - 

was light.'" ( ~ a h i h )  % $f w$ & fi '$; $ &f> 

JL, '+ $1j,91 +L- ~OTI\:&I +pi [v O L ~ I  :c+ 
. &..J &, ' li :difP$l 

Comments: 
a. The best time of Fajr prayer as proved from the precept of the Prophet g in 

this regard is to offer it at its earliest hour. This was the practice followed 
during the times of Abu Bakc and 'Umar &. 

b. 'Uthmh's & decision to delay the prayer until there was light, was only 
dictated by the particular circumstances of the time, and was not meant to 
be permanent. That is why 'Abdullah bin Zubair did not feel the need to 
delay the prayer, and performed it at its earliest prescribed time in accord 
with the Sunnah of the Prophets. 

r - 
, , bin h d i j  that the Prophet Gbw sl 'w 

said: "Prav the Subh earlv, for , , 

indeed its ;eward is great& or - && :kj - g2g 2 $ 2 +G 
"your reward." (Sahih) ..- ., ,:, 

$ 1 5  2 c;.;J $ ?? 3 p. 
l+fb :JG g $1 -, 3 

.f .$, +f .?: +4 
' 9 'F  bk 

Comments: 
a. The words Asbihu bisSubh spoken by the Prophet @, correctly translated 

here as 'Pray the Subh early', is sometimes translated as 'Delay it until there 
is morning light." It is on this basis that the adherents of the Hanafi School 
of Jurisprudence delay the Fajr prayer until there is clear light. Such an 
interpretation is clearly against the teaching and practice of the Prophet 
who always performed the Fajr prayer at the earliest hour, in darkness. As 
such, even if the second translation is taken as correct, it would either 



mean: (i) 'Avoid performing the Fajr prayer at Subh Kidhib (at the 
appearance of reddish blackness) but do it when you are sure of the onset 
of Subh S8diq (daybreak; true dawn), or it would mean: (ii) 'Prolong the 
recitation of the Qur'sn so that when you finish your prayer, it is already 
bright morning'. It is so because the preceding Ahridith unmistakably 
highlight the merit of pedonning each prayer at its earliest prescribed hour. 
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I 

I 

Chapter 3. The Time Of The 
Zuhr Prayer 

(T &I) 

673. It was narrated from Jibir <X : 2 k . &  ~ iLZ G k  - YVY 
bin Samurah that the Prophet @ 
used to pray Zuhr when the sun 'yF + $L& 3 'S  3 '+& $1 

, , 
had passed its zenith. (Sahih) & LE g gl ;i :,J, 

~ 

-, O P -  $ LG 2 

a p j ~ J I  ~ > i  j &I ?+I '+UI '+ -yi :cj; 
.+ 0 2 ~  >I 3 7 1 A : c  '$1 

Comments: 
a. The time for Az-Zuhr prayer starts just after the sun has passed its zenith 
b. The Prophet's way is to perform the prayer at its earliest hour. 

' : & <. G k  - ,vt 674. It was narrated that Abu e- .d 
Barzah Al-Aslami said: "The 
Pro~het & used to Drav the Haiir 3 <% &T 2 G 2  3 c+ $1 A .?. & ,  -, , 
prayer, which you call 'Zuhr,' :<a*  :,' , ~ l2 
when the sun had passed ihs * 

$f 2 t.bx" 2 .  

zenith." (Sahih) , , ' & ., :jc; 

, ~ \  - ,. ,; '&, $$X s1 i-pr, 

> o q q : c  &.L;JI *L: js L y L  i&i elp '@>L+ll -9i :&4 

I . .  . Lg-j, Jgi 2 &L 9 1  "I+-1 y L  L.I-UI C+J G-. +A- 

.+ JGI d! t &  t.~- > I Z V : ~  

675. I t  was  na r ra ted  tha t  :g; Gk :G 2 3 & k  - ,vo 
Khabbib said: "We complained to 

a ,*s the Messenger of All* gg about 3 cAGLi &! ., 3 '&YI ek 
the heat of the sunbaked ground, jG uG ys z2& 
but he did not respond to our 
complaint." (Sahih) $ '5cJl 7 g ,. A1 J$> , Ji 6$ 
Another chain with similar 

, . 
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wording. 2 I . 7 ::al jtl 
e 
* 

L2 6~ : 
-, 

j. '21 . . .  *I s I L i**-=L-eil '+ *pi :Ej;' 
. + S L k  J 

Comments: 
a. The Companions' plea was to the effect that the sun turns the sand burning 

hot, and prostration for the Zuhr prayer over it becomes difficult during 
summer, would it not, therefore, be better to delay the prayer until the sand 
cools down a little? The Prophet did not concede to the implied request, 
but continued to lead the prayer early even in the hot season. 

b. Some other Ahidith do speak of delaying the Zuhr prayer during the hot 
season (as we shall see under Ahidifh in Chapter 4)  but it only means a 
slight delay, not so much that it should push the worshippers towards the 
end of the prayer time. - .  

676. I t  was  na r ra ted  tha t  2 2,~ ~2 :+-$ i f  ~2 - ,v, 
'AbddEh bin Mas'ud said: "We , ~ 

complained to the Messenger of 3 ' [ g l  4; 3 3 c r k $  

% about the heat of the +,I %f ' +,G ; : ; 
sunbaked ground, but he did not , 

respond to our complaint." > @ QI ., Ji L'p : J G  ?4L;: 
(Sahih) $ 

Chapter 4. Waiting For It To 2 $4 ?I;Yl - ( f  , + d l )  
Cool Down Before the Zuhr - ,  , 
Prayer When The Heat Is ( f  & = d l )  $1 $+ 
~ntense 
677. It was narrated that Abu 4~ 62 :>t% 2 tL& f.& - TVV 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of ,, 

All* @ said: 'When it is verv 
'c$l @ '?L'>l ;f G k  :+I $1  

hot,thenwaitforittocooldown : @ d l  2 ~ ;  Jt  :Jt  :*-' *zip. 4f 3 
before you pray, for intense heat $+ ;g '<m& lj;;g g1 XI ,;ID 
is from the flaring up of the Hell- , , 

u A 

fire."' (Sahih) 
, @+ & s;. $1 

.+ \I/\ :L&I 2 &L +pi CV oA+I :rj; 
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Comments: 
The wisdom behind waiting for the prayer until it cools down a little, is the 
fact that intense heat dampens the spirit of devotional submissiveness and 
femor, while under cooler conditions the prayers are likely to be more 
focused. The wait should, however, not be excessive. 

678. It was narrated from Abu GI 6-J I; G k  - 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
A l l S h g  said:"Whenitisvery $ & 3 'y& $1 , 2 , '& 21 
hot,thenwaitforittocooldown ~, ) ~ ,  &'.*% - 
before you pray, for intense heat '?" *. @ 4i' ; * 

is from the flaring up of the Hell- XI lip : 26 @ $ 1  2 4 ;  :T 523 +r 
Fire." (Sahih) & k 5% ?& <Ak 9, 

, ,  * ,  
x*:, , 

. F 

679. It was narrated that Abu if G k  . .G$ 47 G k  - T V ~  
Sa'eed said: "The Messenger of 
AU5h @ said: 'Wait for it to cool ,y '&& $f ,y '+&'I 9 k 2 L 2  
down before you pray, for intense 13;jfn' :gg $ 1  J+; Jt  : 26 &f heat is from the flaring up of the IS 

Hen-fire."' (Sahih) & > 31 ;+ 5$ 'Ak , , 

680. I t  was  na r ra ted  tha t  : & l j l  , , &I I; G k  - 7A. 
Mughirah bin Shu'bah said: We 

,y - ' ~ 2  2 '2; I; JeI <;; were praying Zuhr with the 
MessengerofAUfigatthetime c r > G 4 f + . , $ >  
of intense heat (i.e., midday when I I ,) 

@ $ 1  44; & & : 26 % the sun has just passed its zenith) 
and he said to us, "Wait for it to f n  : j ;* Gi! &I 6 ' s  
cool down before you pray, for , , 

( :, , 
intense heat is from the flaring up ;csr & ;r; $1 a% ;$ G<jLkl~ 
of the HeU-fire." (Da'if) 
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. &+"I I:$ , '4.J , &f q &$ 
$ ,=- ;a&> t ?  d y  2 p13i +k- 3 f f A / ! : & l  +pi [y] : ~ / 4  

u + d l 3  f \ A : z  ~ > ~ l >  &s &I+ L&ds 'b qS bL5 s ;>L5 

. ~ d s i l  
Comments: 
a. It is better to perform the prayer in its earliest prescribed time. One should 

especially avoid delaying the Maghrib prayer, since the time limit for it is 
less than for others. 

b. Delaying the prayers is deviation from the faith of Islam. 

Chapter 8. The Time Of The GI ;&i 4; Qc - (A 41) ? , ,  'Ishi' Prayer 
(A i i d l )  

, ~ 690. It was narrated from Abu d1&2 152 zJt% $ ;+ 6 2  - ~ q *  
Hurairah that the Messenger of 

@ 8 ,Were it not that it 'c>$l 9 '?qJl &f -, 2 $1 
* *,~,, would be too difficult for my y>u : J G  @ $ 1  JG; 4f 2 Ummah, I would have commanded ,:.,;r ..f 3 i;:f :f 

them to delay the 'Isha^'." (Sahih) . '?@l&:pP @ u* d 

.? 4J.z- ip 7 4 1 : C  c3lpJI +L ';Jl&l 'e *pi :&2 
Comments: 
a. Unlike other prayers, it is preferable to delay the 'Isha^' prayer. 
b. The delay should only be to the extent that the worshippers in general do 

not feel inconvenienced. 

691. It was narrated that Abu 62 :fi 7 ? *  $;f 6 2  - 7 4 ,  .- ..i .ti, 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
M& @, 'Were it not that it '$1 & 3 '>? 2 $1 +; ;f 
would-be too difficult for my 2;s 4f 2 *&# &f 2 Ummah, I would have delayed the ' ,, -, , 
,ISW prayer one or one $1 i f  Y$U :@ $1 3 4 ;  JE :JG 
half i f  ihe night had passed."' 6 Jj! ?Gsil F u  ~ $ 9  sf & (Sahih) 

c$I+, j f  $1 

Comments: 
We may infer from this, that the 'Isha^' prayer must be performed before half 
of the night has passed, since the Prophet @ had only wished to delay it 
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until the half of the night. Nevertheless, the congregational prayer should 
be held at a suitable time, taking into view the convenieuce of the 
worshipers. 

692. said: " A ~ ~ ~  bin G k  :31 2 G k  - 1 4 Y  

MSlik was asked: 'Did the 
j$ : ~ , j  Prophet &j wear a ring?' He said: h L2k :+JLJ 2 a& 

'yes.' One night he zelayed the yz& @g $1 3 ' ~ 6  2 $ 
'Isha '̂ prayer until almost the -, --; d'L &jl i ' ~  g , ? 7  , ~ , ?  : j,j 
middle of the night. When he had , , , r Y 
prayed he turned to face us and & $7 & fi . $J~ 
said: 'The people have prayed k 

: J 6  '$+ and gone to sleep, but you will .I;% I& 3 '; 
still be in a state of prayer so long [s lJl.. ', 2 FG as you are waiting for the (next) 
prayer."' (Sahih) . U C U I  
Anas said: "It is as if I can see 

the sparkle from his ring."' .&G -;; Jiy $3 :$ JC 
c + W I  ,+-'i- 3 +.A+ L ~+lpJl c?A/ ! : JL ; l l  ej! C W l  :&d 

<+> 77\:, ',i;jl '&I+ L."XUJI '+ 02~  j! h ;* of.:, 

Comments. 
a. lhe Prophet g mostly performed the ' IsW prayer early, which means not 

delaying it unduly. However, at times he departed from the normal practice 
in order to highlight the merit of delaying it. 

b. Religious speech can be delivered after the congregational prayer. 
c. Sitting in wait for the prayers is a meritorious act. 
d. It is permissible to wear a k g .  Men can, however, wear only silver. Use of 

gold is prohibited for men (Sunan ibn Matah: 3595). 

693. It was narrated that Abu :$I $; 5 1 2  62 - T ~ Y  
Sa'eed said: "The Messenger of , a  >, , ,,< 

a led us for the Maah,.& a >>I> EL :+ 2 +Jl$l + G k  
prayer. %en he did not come out g. &f 2 &$% d7 3 '& $7 
until half the night had passed. -, 

$*% g J+; 6 & :J,j 
Then he came out and led them in 
prayer, then he said: 'The people 9 -; 3 & P' ; Ge31 have prayed and gone to sleep, , , ,, , , 

but you are still in a state of 5 ~ )  : JE & 3 .@I 
prayer so long as you are waiting 

$ +f; 3 ,&;el 
for the (next) prayer. Were it not 
for the weak and the sick, I Ql ~ $ 3  ~~~1 ?*I L <% 
wanted to delay this prayer until 
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the middle of the night.'" (Sahih) 
? ' f  :~:.f wl; 1 $ I - 

. ~ $ 1  $2 
j. "7 :e ' ipqi .mi c j ~  -6 'i&i ' - 1 ~ l 1 > ~ i  +pi L p  0 ~ 1 1  :~i; 

+ L.b 

Chapter 9. Times Of Prayer 2 pall +I& +& - (9 +I) 
When It Is Cloudy 

( q  $1 

694. It was narrated that  
Buraidah Al-Aslami said: "We 
were with the Messenger of AEh 
gg on a campaign, and he said: 
'Hasten to perform prayer on a 
cloudy day, for whoever misses 
the 'Asr prayer, all his good deeds 
will be in vain.'" (Sahih) 

- j. '+ yT~jSII~ ;r 6, j. n \ / o : k T  *pi [PI :P+ 
" 1 ? l ~ ~ 4 ; b  . . .  ai '02, T ~ : ~ ' ( ~ . I ~ ) A L ~ I ~ >  u+~+i 

.a2s GJij_ll L G  hip: A> ' ,& .LG 

Comments. 
Sinful acts eat up the good deeds. Missing the 'Asr prayer is a grave sin, 
which might eat up the deeds of the whole day. 

Chapter 10. Whoever Sleeps ;$&I1 2 f c  2 A& - ( \  +I) 
Through Prayer Or Forgets It 

' 0  + d l )  &: 27 
695. It was narrated that Anas :MI 3 2 rC-' ' ~' I%& - 7%0 
bin M%k said: 'The Prophet @ EL - 6 2  : &;; 3 Q G;; was asked about a man who 
forgets prayer or sleeps and $1 '& :Ji &G 2 f'f 2 '22G ., , , 
misses it. He said: 'He performs it ,: ~, a 7 s31 when he remembers it.'" (Sahih) "A 3 - 

.cq-; 4 &, :J,j '6 
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+>k Mil& < % ;>!s 
Comments: 
a. Forgetfulness and sleep are valid excuses. No sin devolves on account of 

them, provided that the event is not the result of one's carelessness. 
b. A prayer missed out of forgetfulness must be performed as soon as one is 

reminded of it. Delaying it without a valid reason is not right. 
c. Do not deliberately pray at sunrise or sunset. Anyone who remembers his 

prayer or wakes up at the undesirable time must wait for his prayer till the 
undesirable time has passed. 

696. It was narrated that Anas ;f 6 2  2 6 ; ~  6 2  - yqy  
bin Maik said: "The Messenger of ,, 
~ n g h  gg 'whoever forgets a : j6 $G + 2f 3 G Z Z ~  3 '212 

prayer, let him perform it when && cs 2n :g JG; j6 
he remembers it.'" (Sahih) 

. u Liyi I$ 
.>UI +"" $1 r-1 :f%Sj; 

697. It was narrated from Abu I% : 2 %y 62 - 7qV 
H u r a i r a h  t h a t  w h e n  t h e  

21 2 &; G k  :-; 2 $1 Messenger of All* @ was , , , 

coming back from the battle of i '41 2 +.+ 3 c?& U ' / ,  
Khaibar, night came and he felt , ~ <  3% I *: ,,.,, 
sleepy, so he made camp and said 539 c3 ' . 91 J+> dl 

to BilU: "Keep watch for us g;;r 1;) 3 '@ ;d '$ 
tonightt" Bilsl prayed as much as 
A E h  decreed for him, and the J$ u$, Q,# J,*, jGj '>y 

# ,  

Messenger of All&& @ and his 
+, j+; it3 ' 3  ;% J$ Companions went to sleep. When 

dawn was approaching, BilCl Js &I $1 +>6 a '&Sf; 
went to his mount, facing towards 

* ,,% - a &$, + ,  ,, 
the east, watching for the dawn. -1, &&I; Ji 
Then Bilsl's eyes grew heavy '&I; JL $Z $2 t : ~  

while he was leaning on his ,,~,, , *, 
mount (and he slept).  either ? ~ f  k 2' y2 2% 
Bila nor any of his Companions ,,';f @ &,I 3 ~ ;  ;G '91 
woke until they felt the heat of d - -  

: j 6  41 JG; &$ ' k h l  the sun. The Messenger of All* - 
was the first one to wake up. s f  s f  :r% 'JG u!$% 

The Messenger of Allsh @ was . , 
startled and said: "0 Bda!" Bil$l !$I 'J&; 4- ' sf3 c;'f ,\ '&& ., , 
said: "The same thing happened -, .+ ''e +13; 0 , '  l3:Gi u l 3 : ~ ~ n  : j6 
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to me as happened to you. May j6g 9% ,,6, mv father  and  mother  be PIS '@g $1 34; G$ 
~ ~ 

ransomed for you, 0 Messenger 3' fi ',+I Je 3 ,, 
'6jLbll 

of All*!" He said: "Bring your #, 

;% *: 5 1  :J6 ~'UI $$$ mounts forward a little." So they ., 
brought their mounts forward a - k 3 $ -  a, $6 , ,+.; ,,J& 
little (away from that place). Then , 

the Messenger of All* [ \  i :&I ~+43+$ &$$ :A6 " 
performed ablution and told ~$1 

.,&$IA~$ y& $1 ;ES ' 36 to call the Iaimh for Draver. and 
L ,  

he led them' in the prayer. When 
the kophet gg finished praying, 
he said: "Whoever forgets a Sd&, 
le t  h im pray  i t  w h e n  he  
remembers, for All* says: And 
perform thrjIlprayer for  My 
remembrance. He (one of the 
narrators) said: "Ibn Shihib used 
to recite thi? Verse as meaning, 
'when you remember.'" 

a, 2 ~ .  :C C ~ I  . . . a u l  :&I .ia "L '+UI +pi : ~ p s  
- 4! 

Comments: 
a. How much importance the Prophet &$ attached to the prayer may be 

gauged from the fact that even when extremely exhausted from journey, he 
was keen that the prayer be not delayed. That is why he charged BGl& 
to see to it that the prayer is performed on time. 

b. If there is reason to believe that any default in work is not the result of 
deliberate negligence, the person concerned may not be chided or rebuked 
but pardoned and excused. 

c. Getting the party to bring their mom& forward a little was meant to help 
them shake off their sleepiness, so that no trace of laziness is left while they 
perform their prayers. 

d. A missed prayer can also be performed as a congregational prayer. 

698. 'AbdullSh bin  RabSh iG PL : i Q  3 + k r  G.% - 7qA 
narrated that Abu Qatidah said: . *  &{ & 3 '&t 2 '$2 $1  
"They mentioned negligence 'F.' i*i - -. *; 
because of sleeping too much, and 2 +-$ lSyi : J G  :* f : -  
he said: 'They slept until the sun 

o>L-4 4 4 
'+\ 4 6, ,c : j6 

2- 3- 'r$\ 
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had risen. The Messenger of All21 
@ said: "There is no negligence 
when one is sleeping, rather there 
is neghgence when one is awake. 
Lf anyone of you forgets to pray, 
or sleeps and misses a prayer, 
then let him pray when he 
remembers, and during its time if 
it is the day after. (Sahih) 
'AbdullHh bin RabHh said: 

"ImrSn bin Husain heard me 
when I was narrating this Hadith 
and said: '0 young man, look at 
how you are narrating the Hndith. 
I was present at the time of this 
Hadith with the Messenger of 
All& @.' And he did not deny 
anything of the Hndith." 

Comments: 
a. It is p c r f ~ ~ . t l y  in order if "oul~gstcri n.~rraleprophct~r .Aluidifl~ befor(! theelders, 

since in this w.iy their n&take> in thcnarrat~on, if anv, would b c r - t i f i e d .  
b. Narration of mdifh demands great caution lest the listeners should 

construe anything (mistakenly mentioned by the narrator from outside the 
original) as being part of the Hadith, and start acting upon it. 

Chapter 11. The Time Of 2 ~ ~ 1  4; q - ( I \  +I) 
Prayer When One Has An 
Excuse Or In Cases Of 

* 

( \  \ L i d \ )  ~ ~ $ 1 ;  >a1 
Necessity ,',, -Z', 
699. ~t was narrated from ~b~ 6 2  :rm~ 3 Lz+ bJs- - '199 - 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 2; G.f 2 $PI 
AU* said: "Whoever catches 
one ~ a ' k a h  of the 'Asr before the ,$ $ 3 3  <;& ,$ :G 2 +i $1 
sun sets, then he has caught it, , , 

and whoever catches one Ra'kah 
, , 2-7 :, , J , j  @ j+; ;i :,*,, of the Subh before the sun rises, 2 J> &D . OA9 

then he has caught it." (Sahih) 
if $2;  

, ,, . 2 &; $1 2 $if 5; '@;if 
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- 

~ o v q : ~  ckJ &I ;P dJ>T ;p UL, 'i;LaJi e l y  C & ~ ! + J I  +pi :&+ 
.+ -4j +ir j. ? ' K C  ' $1  . . . LJ dJ'T j. "4 '.-LA1 '+> 

Comments: 
a. Another Hadith reports the Messenger of Alla $@ as saying: "The time for 

'Asr is as long as the sun has not become pale." (Sahih Muslim: 612). So 
much so, that even if one is able to perform just one Rakbh before sunset, 
the prayer is considered to have been performed on time. However, it is 
forbidden to delay the 'Asr prayer, without any valid reason - just out of 
laziess. Such a prayer has been characterized by the Prophet as the 
'hypocrite's prayer'. (Sahih Muslim: 622) 

b. The same ruling holds good for the Fajr prayer as well, i.e., if a person is 
able to perform even one Rak'ah before sunrise, his prayer will be 
considered to have been performed on time. 

' /' 
700. It was narrated from '&shah 3 c71 $ 3 9  % k i  fiG - v a * 

that the Messenger of AUih .h f' : 9 6  '+$&I G& 2 i k ~  
said: "Whoever catches one W k a h  , < ,  .,,:< ' , ~, >~ 
of the Subh before the sun rises, '&s. :JG '+3 j! $1 G 
then he has caught it, and , , ?J z~G ,y : ,a* 

J Y J  co3,C ,y '+,% 21 whoever catches one Wkah of the 
'Asr before the sun sets, then he 3 25 &I & 327 ;n : 26 @j $ 1  
has caught it." (Sahih) i,.f :,, ' @ ; ; f 2 ~  & I  
Another chain with similar & JJ 4J 

wordinp. +? sf 3 2; dl 

Chapter 12. The Prohibition $1 + $1 A! - ( \ Y  ,+-dl) 
Of Sleeping Before The 'Ishii' i~ A&, pj !G $ 
Praver And Engaging In , ., 
conversation at& 6 ( \ Y  LA) 

, a ,  ~:k ; & c~ y& Gx - v s ,  
701. It was narrated that Abu fl . d  
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Barzah Al-Aslami said: "The . D _  , D  J * , ,  

Messenger of All* @ used to c & ? i i ~ j d & z l  
like to delay the 'Ishi', and he f : , G ~ 2  6 2  :l>c d 'F '"G$l disliked sleeping before it, and ::~, , 

engaging in conversation after it." O J 3  &[ 2 ~~x 2 , J% , d a l  
(Sahih) ' > , ~ g  : ~ g & s , ~  , ?uI JYJ 

j. "W1 $ rj.!\ j. 4. to -4 'i&dl ely < d j q l  .~-j! :G$ 
.+ +I eLaJl*r L.& Comments: 

a. Anyone sleeping before the 'Isha^' prayer runs the risk of not waking in time 
to perform the 'IsW prayer or, even if he awakes, laziness might get the 
better of him and not allow him to perform the prayer with due 
submissiveness and devotion It is, therefore, necessary that we go to sleep 
only after performing the 'Isha^' prayer. 

b. Staying up and talking after the 'Ishi' is also not proper, because it could 
result in one's sleeping past the Fajr prayer. 

702. It was narrated that 'Ashah 6 2  : % f ' $f G k  - v.  y .- $; 'f , 
said: "The Messenger of All& @ )*I) x*,, 

did not sleep before the 'Isha^' nor :?& 2 :c ($ Gf 
stay up (talking) after it." (Hasan) 3 G 62 : y 6 '$6 4 j f  6; 

:+*dl JE> '+ 4u1 +& j. ~ ? i / y : b i  -pi Lir) 0>1j!I :c+ 
OE 4jk) 'F  >L! ILL 

Comments: 
'&shah the Mother of Believers 6, has spoken of the general habit of the 
Messenger of AU%h .$g otherwise, on occasions, his having discussions with 
the Companions and delivering admonitions is proven from authentic 
Ahridith. 

703. I t  w a s  na r ra t ed  t h a t  ,+ $ + I  & G k  - v.y 
'Abdull2h bin Mas'ud said: "The dl , a *  

Messenger of All* @ rebuked us ?- Gy- $ , + ? ? I ~ ~  21 
for staying up (talking) after the ;k 6 2  : & a , ~ J&a , e  *, 62 [>g 
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-3 '41 r l k r  i;h j. I ~ . c T A ~ G T A A / \ : ~ !  JL~] :E$ 
2 + U s  . . . :++dl JG3 c ( d L ~ l )  dl+- 213 ~ \ 7 " 2 * : ~  c L +  21 

t o  .I,, 3 jL IS3 59 b%YI s, o &,> J+ j: k, kl-;! +UI 

.wl 1b & i;&l &q3 
Comments: 

The prohibition was in respect to the long sittings of poetic recitations and 
tale-telling that the Arabs were wont to have in those days. It does not 
apply to engaging in useful and purposeful speeches and discussions. 

Chapter 13. Prohibition Of Jl2. gf JJI '54'- ( \ Y  4 1 )  
Saying The '“Atamah Prayer" 

(lyzal) +jl ib (Prayer Of Darkness) 

704. It was narrated that Ibn 2 ; c2G 3  ;I& $x - v. f 
'Umar  sa id :  "I hea rd  t h e  
Messenger of All& say: 'Do 

, , not let the Bedouin make you ,f 3 'g &i 2 $1 g 
change the name of your prayer. 

, <, . ,< 
., -, , 

It is the Ishi', and they bring their . y? & $1 2 4 ;  t-;& : j6 ;bt Gl 
camels in  and milk them at  
nightfall.' " (Sahih) 

U&YL , t: L*' gg 'tLi+il L@ 

Comments: . ? 

'Atamuh in Arabic means darkness. Since the Bedouin used to bring their 
camels in for milking after darkness, they sknted calling the 'Ishi' prayer 
the 'Atmah prayer.' However, we find the term 'Atamah also appearing in 
some of the Mdi&. As such, the Prophet's command to this effect is to be 
taken as  recommendatory rather than obligatory, i.e., it is preferable that we 
avoid calling it the 'Atmnah prayer. And All& knows best. 

705. It was narrated from Abu : F= + & 2 G& I&L - v. o 
Hurairah that the Prophet @ said: ' ~ 3 ~  g idl ~2 
"Do not let the Bedouins make 
you change the name of your .:;$ <f 3 c3.1 2 'zs sl prayer." Ibn Harmalah added: 
"Rather it is the 'Isha^: but they 

31 gx : g '~ ' 2 ~ -  ,:<, a up. hJ=-3 :c 
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say the 'Atamah because they ~, ,, 
bljng their in for mil&,g 3 ' xy  > cf$g <T 
at that time (when it is dark)." $1 5f 22s &f > '91 Ll 
(Sahih) -, 

~l & +lygl * Qn : j6 $g 
f- qu :zy $1 21; .g$s 

+Gy ;& L?g ':@I 

. UJIY L 
,: %: 

$1 3 J+. s& JG A%+. &I  awl -. Z Y A / Y : L - ~  *pi :c+ 
.$I 41 
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