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(2) The Book Of r 2t B DS (¥ onal)
The Prayer
Comments:

a. According to the lexicographers and jurists the word Saldt means prayer or
supplication. Some of the scholars hold that the essence of Saldt is
reverence. The ritual prayer is so called because it signifies reverence for
Allah,

b. Prayer is a devotional act consisting of a series of utterances and actions
that start with pronouncing the the greatness of Alldh symbolized by the
words Alldhu Akbar and end with turning one’s face right and left,
articulating Taslfim (greeting), symbolized by the the words: As-Saldmu-
‘Alatkum Wa Rahmatullih (Peace and Alldh’s mercy be upon you).

¢. Prayer is an important pillar (amiong the Five Pillars) of Islam. It is the

surest means of securing nearness to Alldh, the coolness of our beloved
Prophet’s eye, a healing for the believer’s pains and miseries, a bulwark
apainst the believer's misforiumes, and the key to the doors of Paradise for
the chosen ones of Alldh, even as the Qur'an says: “And seek help in
patience and prayer.” (2:153)
Important as the prayer is, the manner of its performance is also equally
important. A prayer performed by one’s devised method will not be
acceptable to Alldh. Its acceptability is linked to doing it exactly according
to the Sunnah of the Prophet &, since he himself has said: Pray as you have
seen me pray. (Bukhdri: 631). It is, therefore, essential that we perform the
prayer complete with all the Sunnah, obligatory duties and desirable acts
specified by the Prophet #&. It will be a punitive act on the part of anyone
who belittles and neglects anyone of the blessed Sunnsh on the basis of
one’s own deviant interpretations and arguments. The degree of reward
promised for performing prayer in conformity with the precepts of the
Prophet $ can be estimated by the following saying of our beloved
Prophet #€: Abu Hurairah & reported: I heard the Messenger of Alldh %
say, “Say, if there were a river at the door of one of you in which he takes a
bath five times a day, would any soiling remain on him?” They replied,
“No sciling would be left on him.” He & said, “That is the five (obligatory)
prayers. Alldh wipes out all sins as a result of performing them.” (Bukhiri:
528 & Muslim: 666)
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1. The Chapters On The
Times Of Prayer

667. It was narrated from
Sulaimén bin Buraidah that his
father said: “A man came to the
Prophet # and asked him about
the tites of prayer. He said: ‘Pray
with us for two days.” When the
sun passed its zenith he
commanded Bildl to call the
Adhdn, then he commanded him
to give the Igdmah for Zuhr, then
he commanded him to give the
Igdmah for ‘Asr when the sun was
high and clearly white. Then he
commanded him to give the
Igimah for Maghrib when the sun
had set; then he commanded him
to give the Igdmah for ‘Ishi” when
the red afterglow had
disappeared; then he commanded
him to give the Igdmah for Fajr
when dawn came. On the
following day he commanded
him to give the Adhin for Zuhr
when the extreme heat had
passed and it had cooled down;
then he prayed “Asr when the sun
was siill high, but he delayed it
more than he had done the day
before; then he prayed Mughrib
before the red afterglow
disappeared; he prayed ‘Ishd’
when one-third of the night had
passed; and he prayed Fajr at the
time when it was already light.
Then he said: “Where is the one
who was asking about the times
of Prayer? The man said: “Flere I
am, O Messenger of Allih” He
said: “The times of your prayer
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are between the titmes you have

seen.”” (Sahih)
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Comments:

a. With regard to any prayer, it is best to perform it at the earliest after the
onset of the permissible time for it, although it is also permissible to delay it
as long as it does not cross the prescribed limit of time for that particular
prayer.

b. Tt is permissible to sometimes leave the optimum for semething other than
optimum, but only for purposes prudent or educative. It is not, however,
proper to make a habit of it.

c¢. Cooling down of the day for Zuhr {early afternoon prayer) means waiting
for reduction in the intensity of the heat. It is, as we all know, extremely hot
at noon in the summer season. The Zuhr prayer can, therefore, wait a little
after the sun has passed its zenith. There is, however, no justification for
such delays in colder weathers.

d. It may be noted that the time for Asr (afternoon prayer), for both the days
mentioned in the Hadith, has been expressed in similar terms, namely: (i)
“When the sun was high and clearly white,” and (ii) “When the sun was still
high” We will read more discussion about the sun’s height in coming
Ahddith.

e. The time for Maghrib (early evening prayer) starts with the sinking of the
sundisk on the horizon, and ends with the disappearance of the red
afterglow appearing on the west.

f. The time for ‘Ishi’ (night prayer) starts with the disappearance of the red
afterglow. As inferred from the Hadith, its end seems to be the passing of
one-third of the night. Some other Ahddith suggest it to be until the passing
of half of the night.

668, Tt was narrated from Ibn 5(?5;32-3-” ("3‘3 LA Bl - 1A
Shihab that he was sitting on the ol ‘_,‘ .
cushions of ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul- P ot O
‘Aziz when he was the leader i all w2 o) 28 3G & T 58
over Al-Madinah, and with him  ,. .., ... . .
was ‘Urwah bin Zubair. ‘Umar < 9% 2 ‘2"“""““ A ‘}wb‘l’ &
delayed ‘Asr somewhat, and I JE .3 }‘?.jj! e 3,’.513
‘Urwah said to him: “Jibril came R e R
down and led the Messenger of ‘JJ""J f‘ B ab J5 e O Ll 8y
Alldh # in prayer.” ‘Umar said rJ_p| eI J08 2 4
to him: “Know what you are .
saying, O ‘Urwah!” He said: “I =~ 34~ u‘" u‘ e Chel 16 f*
heard Bashir bin Abu Mas'ud

2

- a

e 23 A UL;'T



The Book Of The Prayer 443 3l ks

saving, ‘T heard Abu Mas‘ud

sagrfing, “I heard the Messenger of "‘.5" 6 J"J’ Jz d}m £ 4 0,2
Allah #& saying, Jibril came 235 ¢ r‘ G dds r‘ s 2 “1 o
down and led me in prayer, and I . .
prayed with him, then I prayed " """L*“ r" T “'*L‘ i"’ c4as
with him, then I prayed with him, RO 52 L.

then 1 prayed with him, then I 5 G el
prayed with him,” and he counted

five prayers on his fingers.”

(Sahih)
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Comments: "3 T o

a. The coming down of Jibril {the Archangel) for the determination of prayer
times highlights the importance of prayer in general, and of congregational
prayer in particular. It also highlights the importance of performing the
prayers on time.

b. No one in an Islamic socdety is above criticism. But even while dissenting
with someone, it is essential that we do not neglect the norms of decency
and respect towards others.

c. If the point at issue is not clear, it is no offence to the dignity of the speaker
to seek further clarification from him.

d. Any Hadith narrated before the people will carry more conviction if it is
supported by reference to the source of the Hadith or its chain of narrators.

e. The practice of narrating Ahddith along with their chain of narrators had
started as early as the age of the Successors, which made it easy for the
people to distinguish between an authentic Hadith and a fabricated one.

Chapter 2. The Time Of The (N A ‘_;__‘;'3 S0 - ()
Fajr Prayer =7 N )

(Y Liszll)
669. It was narrated that “Aishah Gz 25 {5 % ks - axe
said: “The believing women used s s
to perform the Subh!! prayer ‘“JJ“ N ‘L’SJ""J” u" R UL‘“
with the Prophet #, then they {2 Cagill 225 2 SO0 g e
would go back to their families jﬂj . ui T o
and no one would recognize J' u-"; e~ C'A‘" e #E LAl
them,” meaning because of the . | .o _ el ;
darkness. (Sahik) R S R

B The ohligatory Fajr prayer.
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Comments:

a. Women also used to join the prayers along with their male counterparts.
The reason for this was that, when the Prophet #£ delivered his discourses
or the people asked him questions, even the women would Fsten to it and
gain knowledge about their religion.

b. Being able to listen to longer recitations of the Qur’an and still finish it early
means that the congregation assembled quite early, and the prayer was
performed in its earliesi prescribed hour.

c. The women did not stay back after the prayer for purposes of doing other
devotional recitals, but left the mosque immediately after the prayer. As for
men they, as becomes clear from other Ahddith, waited until all the women
had left the mosque.

670. It was narrated from Abu ;L;s-r.» RN Lok B - v

Hurairah that the Messenger of . ) f s s

Alldh #& recited: And recite the Up e ) o A

Qur'dn during the Fajr. Verily, the Lsi L8 IREVY o s 32 eV

recitation of the Qur'an during 77 e s .l .

Fajr is ever witnessed.”[ He ‘EE 4l Js4) S8 55 u" & 'C“*"

said: “It is letnESsed by thf =K e E’l it o‘»ﬁﬁ’

angels of the night and the day. vh e e e

(Sahik) ohgtid 1JB [va :plﬂ‘il] A0,
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Comments:

a. This shows the importance and merit of the of Fajr prayer. The ‘Asr prayer
also partners it in merit.

b. Angels witnessing the congregation is indicative of the pride of place in the
Divine scheme occupied by the believers.

671. Mughith bin Sumayi said: “I 217 5 a2 38 B3 -
prayed the Subh with “Abdullah 52 i"L‘": £ J.J;Ji iz ,5_,.,_1“

0 ALJerd” 17:78.
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bin Zubair in the darkness, and 5 se 2 PR
when he said the Taslim, | turned " 5391 ¢ (""J’ ot kg Wiz eli5Y)
to Ibn “Umar and said: ‘What is _,L;”L'ML_p -J PSR ki
this ? He said: “This is how & '

prayer?” He sai s o s .
we prayed with the Messenger of &L r—l‘:' WE ¢ pebny ol T
Allzh # and with Abu Bakr and  ¢f5i25 6 b (316 a2 L’in s
‘Umar. When ‘Urmnar was stabbed, B #
“Uthmién delayed it until there e A Jels & OHER P 3:“’ :J6

was light.” " (Sahih) % };M i }33 :ﬁb Ch . };;3 Jii ‘5373

JBy ca oW Cp e 80TV )l e gl [meee obul] s
- (_‘g)b:_ﬂ = 3 4 i .>L‘udi FS l(jx..pj?.”

Comments: i

a. The best time of Fajr prayer as proved from the precept of the Prophet # in
this regard is to offer it at its earliest hour. This was the practice followed
during the times of Abu Bakr and "Umar .

b. ‘Uthmén’s 4% decision to delay the prayer until there was light, was only
dictated by the particular circumstances of the time, and was not meant to
be permanent. That is why ‘Abdullah bin Zubair did not feel the need to
delay the prayer, and performed it at its earliest prescribed time in accord
with the Sunnah of the Prophet #.

672. It was narrated from Rafi' l:lli :Cﬁfa.ﬂ fpodess s - VY
bin Khadij that the Prophet & . . .. .
said: “Pray the Subh early, for & Cdk
indeed its reward is greater” or - :5 ol
“your reward.” (Sahih) y
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Comments:

a. The words Asbif bis-Subli spoken by the Prophet ##, correctly translated
here as ‘Pray the Subh early’, is sometimes translated as ‘Delay it until there
is morning light”” It is on this basis that the adherents of the Hanafi School
of Jurisprudence delay the Fajr prayer until there is clear light. Such an
interpretation is clearly against the teaching and practice of the Prophet
who always performed the Fajr prayer at the earliest hour, in darkness. As
such, even if the second translation is taken as correct, it would either
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mean: (i) ‘Avoid performing the Fajr prayer at Subh Kidhib (at the
appearance of reddish blackness} but do it when you are sure of the enset
of Subh Sidig (daybreak; true dawn), or it would mean: (ii) ‘Prolong the
recitation of the Qur’an so that when you finish your prayer, it is already
bright morning’. It is so because the preceding Ahddith unmistakably
highlight the merit of performing each prayer at its earliest prescribed hour.

Chapter 3. The Time Of The PRI R R O CO
Zuhr Prayer : T

(¥ Aaall)
673. It was narrated from Jabir iy G3s : (%5 43 AL @Ak - vwy
bin Samurah that the Prophet & :
used to pray Zukr when the sun i

had passed its zenith. (Sahik) i 2 0% # =0 a4 e oy gl

PO
a0 gty 0 < G0y 0 o PR
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Comments:
a. The time for Az-Zuhr prayer starts just after the sun has passed its zenith.
b. The Prophet’s way is to perform the prayer at its earliest hour.

674. It was narrated that Abu e Gas LU s A050 @hs - v
Barzah Al-Aslami said: “The ~ " " % "7 .
Prophet £ used fo pray the Hajir ~ * <% L_ng o P LR sl b
prayer, which you call “Zuhr, . [.& 10§ ez 2. o en
when the sun had passed iis ""—}L" gl of e ¢ 2%

zenith.” (Sahih) NI S (")ﬂﬂ-'”f P t‘%}:ﬁ‘” 58 :Jé
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675. It was narrated that
Khabbib said: “We complained to ) ) L
the Messenger of Alldh #8 about & (Glaa]l o1 58 ReENL s
the heat of the sunbaked ground, K .

but he did not respond to our ‘Y® T 0F (@I A o 9
complaint.” (Sahih) B lan s A g,25 ) 6EG
Another chain with similar i es
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Comments: i

a. The Companions’ plea was to the effect that the sun turns the sand burning
hot, and prostration for the Zuhr prayer over it becomes difficult during
summer, would it not, therefore, be better to delay the prayer until the sand
cools down a little? The Prophet #& did not concede to the implied request,
but continued to lead the prayer early even in the hot season.

b. Some other Ahddith do speak of delaying the Zuhr prayer during the hot
season (as we shall see under Ahddith in Chapter 4) but it only means a
slight delay, not so much that it should push the worshippers towards the
end of the prayer time.

076. It was narrated that 2 iSJL;.f. i ‘._,..ﬁ }:f G2 — qva

‘Abdulldh bin Mas'ud said: “We T ¢ o, .

complained fo the Messenger of ¢ ] o &85 58 colad 48 cplis

Allih 2% about the heat of the . 4"i|'.’.£5 . e cels e L;“’

sunbaked ground, but he did not ¢~ % o = OF (SRR o A

respond to our complaint.”” 55 # 2 GRS 5 P

(Sahih) sl ri; LA

G or YWiee b Bl e YV (@S a2l [meme] (a5
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Chapter 4. Waiting For It To y hll SN OG-
CooFDown Beforeg the Zuhr ‘fa ;Gwl: 9';3\;1 ij :2 S
Prayer When The Heat Is (¢ L) ] 8
Intense ,

677. 1t was narrated that Abu <G Bls e [ plls Bis - vy
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of TR
Alldh # said: ‘When it is very ‘G770 ¢° 2 S
hot, then wait for it to cool down g
before you pray, for intense heat
is from the flaring up of the Hell-
fire."” (Sahih)
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Comments:
The wisdom behind waiting for the prayer until it cools down a little, is the
fact that intense heat dampens the spirit of devotional submissiveness and
fervor, while under cooler conditions the prayers are likely to be more
focused. The wait should, however, not be excessive.

678. It was narrated from Abu C,.;JI cei = Al BIS — VA
Hurairah that the Messenger of > : ,
Alldh # said: “When it is very ¢ dao GF «2lgd o o8 cgal G

hot, then wait for it to cool down .. 1 esq e e cof.  fe sl
? d N .. W c - - ‘ - l
before you pray, for intense heat OF el R g @2 Gl

;s.fr(’),m thgvlflaﬁng up of the Hell- X fay 16 8 a0 0,25 o gt L,J
ire.” (Sahil) o5 b A s 6 bt 153,56 2
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679. It was narrated that Abu jﬁ ey uﬁ Jﬁ Bl - 1wa
Sa‘eed said: “The Messenger of | g e g B
Alldh #& said: ‘Wait for it to cool = &° "@!L"' @l oF el B eyl
down before you pray, for intense ngjﬁ 4 jy;; J6 136 g u_j
heat is from the flaring up of the ” i

R P - T
Hell-fire”” (Sakih) o g G IV RS OB 4L
Capde e \"TD‘\:C a3 hima Ls_vT} SU G Ol (sl ey c(éJL-}r.:M 4..:-),.7—? @_ﬁ
o e

680. It was narrated that :fsgﬁ\jj] J..,g.:i}l o i,““f", Bis - A
Mughirah bin Shu'bah said: We —,° .. -, ,,. % .. s
were praying Zuhr with the <&° ccht of R oli] B
Messenger of Alldh £ at the time é;:;ﬂw o5 il ol o s O O
of intense heat (i.e, midday when 7 = 7, 7,7 et
the sun has just passed its zenith) 8 & Jsd) oo i 5 1dB dad ol
and he said to us, “Wait for it to ‘Jgﬂi” 6 5E \’.E:;Q-Léjb. )@LH A
cool down before you pray, for et satoca g s
intense heat is from the flaring up R e R Y
of the Hell-fire.” (Da‘if) ’
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681. It was narrated that Ibn 9. ..-2 55 1esy e (@E o
A - Py | de Wi — AN
‘Umar said: “The Messenger of % “f o - .

Allah # said: ‘Wait for it to cool  # «@ Ae & Zazll olagll X2
down before you pray the Zuhr. 4 :Jyfvﬁ 96 =78 20 0 e ‘C:’E'

(Sahih) g s
A-IRPIMIIE
; c:"u.GJL.ndl 1 :L";):.p}.;'l Jis, [c:w u:'k.'..uﬂ @j’é

Chapter 5. The Time Of The LAt s e B S ;
‘Asr Prayer t’"’J e
(0 damdl)

682. It was narrated from Anas 2 :fy (U5 L b APof (355~ mAY
bin Malik that the Messenger of ’ TT e

Alldh #£ used to pray ‘Asr when (2 o

|
o 3 o g b ks B
the sun was still hot and high Eop o im i it ,:?f:,—‘:f =

2 Ja; 08 &) J ol e FHINCI L
and if a person were to go to the e i’% - fwj ":’- =
suburbs (of Al-Madinah) he <X (o dndie lpdddly DRl

would be able to reach it while TR L R Lol w8
the sun was still hot and high. R0 el g Bl
(Sahih)

o dems 08 Wi aall S Cloand Gl iz leall dpdes T ]

o

a. The sun being “hot and high’ is the condition when it is still white and has
not become pale. The term “delay” in this context would mean the condition
when the sun either turns pale or red.

b. It is reported from Jabir 4 that a man asked the Prophet # about the times
of prayer. He said: ‘Attend the prayers with me. Then the Prophet &
performed the Zuhr prayer when the sun passed its zenith, and the ‘Asr
prayer when the shadow of everything became twice the size of the
original. Then the next day he & performed Zuhr prayer when each person
had a matching shadow, and the ‘Asr prayer when the shadow of each
person became twice the original. (Sunan An-Nasd'i: 505)

683. It was narrated that ‘Aishah G35 2 o o A ,ﬁ EBis — Ay
said: “The Prophet # prayed the S v ’
‘Asr when the sun was shining ™% o
into my room and there were no g;_:'g;j‘ HE o) ‘_j.:a L 236 HC RN
shadows yet.” (Sahih) P sp T S
é:;a“ L&Jé:._u VJ EL'g;J-r.?- o Mb
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Comments:
This shows that the Prophet # performed the “Asr prayer early, since if the
prayer had been delayed, the shadow would have covered the entire
courtyard and started mounting the walls.

Chapter 6. Maintaining The S8 bl L - (1 )
‘Asr Prayer TR E%

684. [t was narrated from ‘Alibin U< B2 332 Y il s -~ mAR
Abu Talib that, on the Day of Yy g e ue ya
Khandaq, the Messenger of Alldh 22 oF e @ 2 b )
# said: “May Alléh fi}l tl:leir duty Gl el %T AV i
houses and graves with fire, just 7 T 7.7 o 7
as they distracted us from the  (#s= 4! Mo gl oy JU 4
middle prayer.” (Hasan) WA u’ il ©e il ;'_;3 };g;

PR

doml e 00V - CAAVOVAL /YN ol S e [ asbiw] T
dg B ol

.

Comments:

a. Loss in religious matters is greater than loss in worldly affairs.

b. The ‘Asr prayer has greater importance than other prayers.

c. The very tongue that had remained silent at the trials of TAif, was forced to
invoke Alldh's wrath upon the invading idolaters when the events of the
battle of the Confederates {also known as the battle of Trench) distracted
the believers from offering the "Asr prayer on time. He # was so angry at
this failure, that he besought Allah to fill the infidels’ houses and graves
with fire. In it perhaps, is sufficient food for thought for those who miss
their prayers just out of laziness, or because of their indulgence in sporis or
business activities. How reprehensible will this act of theirs be to Alldh and
His Messenger #! May Alldh protect us all from His wrath!

685. It was narrated from Ibn ST e 1y % FL;Q s — Ae
‘Umar that the Messenger of ) o w ud .
Allah # said: “The one who oF «oW& 55 @l F e (0
misses the ‘Asr prayer, it is as if i S 06 e gl o i e o

ol rJe g | ! ol
he has been cheated out of his <~ . . ) J %Gf’ d’wid» J“::":’
family and his wealth.”” (Sahih) by Al 55 WS il iV d sl

‘J._a.aﬂ S}.Lp S g ;_5'3 L —l ST S | ».F.L.Nn A}J:-T [c_ar-qa} @JAJ
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Comments:

For a man of the world there can be no greater loss than that his family, his
relations and his herd of animals all meet their sudden death, all his
buildings collapse in an instant, all his money is taken away by thieves, and
he is reduced to the state of an absolute beggar. But, in the sight of the
Messenger of Alldh, all this loss cannot match the loss of failing to observe
one prayer on time. We can thus say that anyone who misses just one
prayer from the bidding of the inciting soul or the temptation of Satan, his
loss is as irreparable as the loss sustained by the miserable man cited above.

686. It was narrated that
‘Abdulldh said: “The idolaters
kept the Prophet g from the ‘Asr
prayer until the sun had set. Ie
said: ‘They kept us from
performing the middle prayer;
may Alldh fill their graves and
their houses with fire.”” (Sahih)

Cpantl 3e a5l 1B el B crlddl s a5
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a.

The Hadith confirms that the middle prayer is another name for the ‘Asr prayer,
whose importance has been underlined by the Qur'an in the following terms:
“Guard strictly the prayers, especially the middle prayer” (2:238).

. Prayer in Islam is more important than even Jikdd (fighting in the cause of

Alldh).

Chapter 7. The Time Of The
Maghrib Prayer

687, Abu Najashi said: “I heard
Rafi’ bin Khadij say: “We used to
perform the Maghrib at the tirme of
the Messenger of Allih g, and
one of us would be able to see the
places where his arrows would
land when shot from his bow.””
(Sahih)
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Comments:
Cne reason for completing the ‘Maghrib prayer so early was that they used
to perform it just at the setting of the sun. The second is that the prayer was
relatively brief, in the sense that, unlike other prayers, there was no
prolonged recitation of the Qur'dn in it.

688. It was narrated from :_ i o Lt 5 S Bis - A
Salamah bin Akwa’ that he used L2 TR
to pray the Maghrib with the ¢~ el ‘O’“’J“ kb [ Sl WA

Messenger of Alldh # when the  § 2§| Gs\[l. u-' Wl u,p o ‘_,,!
sun set. (Sahih)
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689. Tt was narrated that ‘Abbas  _Hs a0 23 AL Bl5 - A

bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib said: “The " el 2 L . y—

Messenger of Alldh # said: "My “T"ﬁ’"‘ I' BBV e O petll

Ummah will continue to adhere to i R R e I O - M
o B Coplal O Les

the Fitrahl so long as they do  © . “’: pllal g8 el

not delay the Maghrib until the g’lﬁﬂj" oF tg? e Y1 P e

stars have all come out.”” {Hasan) i & :Jf’.:j 96 36 Lt 2
Abu ‘Abdullah bin Majah said: I iy wn e aed e gl B
heard Muhammad bin Yahya ls7k ¢ U kil u'l“ ‘.é‘i diz ¥
saying: ‘The people in Baghdad ) y--” : B ,-.«Jl

were confused in narrating this

Hadith. Abu Bakr Al-A'yan and 1 Lad LB % W 0 }j i

went to "Awwam bin ‘Abbad bin T T e

‘Awwam and he brought out to & S8l Sl d}‘-‘ A

us the book of his father, and this J& }51 ¢ 2l .3|:L;*‘ ,\,r_!\ 15A

Hadith was in it.”” i ) )
GG G el Ji LY

[l Natural inclination of man, ie., Islam.
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Comments:

- sl

a. It is bettér to perform the prayer in its earliest prescribed time. One should
especially avoid delaying the Maghrib prayer, since the time Hmit for it is

less than for others.

b. Delaying the prayers is deviation from the faith of Islam.

Chapter 8. The Time Of The
‘Ishi” Prayer

690. It was narrated from Abu
Hurairah that the Messenger of
Allih # said: “Were it not that it
would be too difficult for my
Urnnah, I would have commanded
them to delay the “Ishid”.” (Sahih)
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Comments:

a. Unlike other prayers, it is preferable to delay the ‘Ishd’ prayer.
b. The delay should only be to the extent that the worshippers in general do

not feel inconvenienced.

691. It was narrated that Abu
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of
Allah #E said: “Were it not that it
would be too difficult for my
Ummah, I would have delayed the
‘Ishd’ prayer intil one third or one
half of the night had passed.’”
(Sahih)
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Conunents:

We may infer from this, that the Ishd” prayer must be performed before half
of the night has passed, since the Prophet 4& bad only wished to delay it
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until the half of the night. Nevertheless, the congregational prayer should
be held at a suitable time, taking into view the convenience of the

worshipers.

692. Humaid said: “Anas bin
Mailik was asked: ‘Did the
Prophet £ wear a ring?’ He said:
“Yes.” One night he delayed the
‘Ishi” prayer until almost the
middle of the night. When he had
prayed he turned to face us and
said: “The people have prayed
and gone to sleep, but you will
still be in a state of prayer so long
as you are waiting for the (next)
prayer.”” (Sahih)

Anas said: “It.is as if I can see
the sparkle from his ring.””
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Comments:

a. The Prophet # mostly performed the ‘Ishi’ prayer early, which means not
delaying it unduly. However, at times he departed from the normal practice
in order to highlight the merit of delaying it.

b. Religious speech can be delivered after the congregational prayer.

[p]

. Sitting in wait for the prayers is a meritorious act.

d. It is permissible to wear a ring. Men can, however, wear only silver. Use of
gold is prohibited for men (Sunan Ibn Mijah: 3595).

693. It was narrated that Abu
Sa’eed said: “The Messenger of

Alldh #& led us for the Maghrib

prayer. Then he did not come out
until half the night had passed.
Then he came out and led them in
prayer, then he said: “The people
have prayed and gone to sleep,
but you are still in a state of
prayer so long as you are waiting
for the (next) prayer. Were it not
for the weak and the sick, I
wanted to delay this prayer until
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the middle of the night.”” (Sakik)
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Chapter 9. Times Of Prayer
When It Is Cloudy

694. It was narrated that
Buraidah Al-Aslami said: “We
were with the Messenger of Alldh
£ on a campaign, and he said:
‘Hasten to perform prayer on a
cloudy day, for whoever misses
the “Asr prayer, all his good deeds
will be in vain.”” (Sahih)
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Sinful acts eat up the good deeds. Missing the ‘Asr prayer is a grave sin,
which might eat up the deeds of the whole day.

Chapter 10. Whoever Sleeps
Through Prayer Or Forgets It

695. It was narrated that Anas
bin MAlik said: “The Prophet #&
was asked about a man who
forgets prayer or sleeps and
misses it. He said: ‘He performs it
when he remembers it."”’ (Sahih)
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Comments:
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a. Forgetfulness and sleep are valid excuses. No sin devolves on account of
themn, provided that the event is not the result of one’s carelessness.

b. A prayer missed out of forgetfulness must be performed as soon as one is
reminded of it. Delaying it without a valid reason is not right. 7

¢. Do not deliberately pray at sunrise or sunset. Anyone who remembers his
prayer or wakes up at the undesirable time must wait for his prayer till the

undesirable time has passed.

696. It was narrated that Anas
bin Mélik said: “The Messenger of
Alléh $£ said: “Whoever forgets a
prayer, let him perform it when
he remembers it.”” (Sakil)

697. It was narrated from Abu
Hurairah that when the
Messenger of Alldh #& was
coming back from the battle of
Khaibar, night came and he felt
sleepy, so he made camp and said
to Bilal: “Keep watch for us
tonight.” Bildl prayed as much as
Alldh decreed for him, and the
Messenger of Alldh £ and his
Companions went to sleep. When
dawn was approaching, Bilal
went to his mount, facing towards
the east, watching for the dawn.
Then Bildl's eyes grew heavy
while he was leaning on his
mount (and he slept). Neither
Bildl nor any of his Companions
woke until they felt the heat of
the sun. The Messenger of Alldh
2% was the first one to wake up.
The Messenger of Alldh & was
startled and said: “O Bilall” Bilal
said: “The same thing happened
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to me as happened to you. May
my father and mother be

ransomed for you, O Messenger

of Allih!” He said: “Bring your
mounts forward a little.” So they
brought their mounts forward a
little (away from that place). Then
the Messenger of Alldh g8
performed ablution and told Bilal
to call the Igdmah for prayer, and
he led them in the prayer. When
the Prophet £& finished praying,
he said: “Whoever forgets a Salih,
let him pray it when he
remembers, for Alldh says: And
perform the Esrayer for My
remembrance.”™ He (one of the
narrators) said: “Ibn Shihdb used
to recite this Verse as meaning,
“when you remember.” "
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Comments:
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a. How much importance the Prophet 2 attached to the prayer may be
gauged from the fact that even when extremely exhausted from journey, he
was keen that the prayer be not delayed. That is why he # charged Bilal 4
to see to it that the prayer is performed on time.

b. If there is reason to believe that any default in work is net the result of
deliberate negligence, the person concerned may not be chided or rebuked

but pardoned and excused.

<. Getting the party to bring their mounts forward a little was meant to help
them shake off their sleepiness, so that no trace of laziness is left while they

perform their prayers.

d. A missed prayer can also be performed as a congregational prayer.

698. ‘Abdulldh bin Rabih
narrated that Abu Qatidah said:
“They mentioned negligence
because of sleeping too much, and
he said: ‘They slept until the sun

P Ta-Hg 20:14.

Jis @is e 2 Aol g2 - vaa
ch_) U" 4)” .:\.\9 LJ'G LI._...IL! LJ'D GJJ::; u.ll
= r—&kﬂ;‘-’ !3153 (A6 B8 u;’1 5

et el E 20 108 g



The Book Of The Prayer

had risen. The Messenger of Alldh
# said: “There is no negligence
when one is sleeping, rather there
is negligence when one is awake.
If anyone of you forgets to pray,
or sleeps and misses a prayer,
then let him pray when he
remembers, and during its time if
it is the day after. (Sahihk)
‘Abdulldh bin Rabah said:
“Imran bin Husain heard me
when [ was narrating this Hadith
and said: ‘O young man, look at
how you are narrating the Hadith.
I was present at the time of this
Hadith with the Messenger of
Alldh . And he did not deny
anything of the Hadith.”
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Comments:
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a. Itis perfectly in order if youngsters narrate prophetic Ahddith before the elders,
since in this way their mistakes in the narration, if any, would be rectified.

b. Narration of Ahddith demands great caution lest the listeners should
construe anything {(mistakenly mentioned by the narrator from outside the
original} as being part of the Hadith, and start acting upon it.

Chapter 11. The Time Of
Prayer When One Has An
Excuse Or In Cases Of
Necessity

699. It was narrated from Abu
Hurairah that the Messenger of
Alidh 2% said: “Whoever catches
one Ra'kah of the “Asr before the
sun sets, then he has caught it,
and whoever catches one Ra'kah
of the Subh before the sun rises,
then he has caught it.” (Sakih)
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Comments:

a. Another Hadith reports the Messenger of Alldh # as saying: “The time for
‘Asr is as long as the sun has not become pale.”” (Sakih Muslim: 612). So
much so, that even if one is able to perform just one Rak‘ah before sunset,
the prayer is considered to have been performed on time. However, it is
forbidden te delay the ‘Asr prayer, without any valid reason ~ just out of
laziess. Such a prayer has been characterized by the Prophet # as the
“hypocrite’s prayer’. (Sahih Muslim: 622)

b. The same ruling holds good for the Fajr prayer as well, ie, if a person is
able to perform even one Rak'mk before sunrise, his prayer will be
considered to have been performed on time.

e o
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that the Messenger of Allah # (<50 .Y o8 H ceo e d.e
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Of Sleeping Before The “Ishd’ - o
Prayer And Engaging In LM” ..bdl oI £ "L“"’Jl °>L“’ J""
Conversation After It (VY dadh)
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Barzah Al-Aslami said: “The s, . . ,. s¢.s . B
Messenger of Allih # used to 5 7 %% o e 5 e (o
like to delay the Tshi’, and he
disliked sleeping before it, and L e

engaging in conversation after it."” B3 &__sz L g’ Sbe st
(Sahih) Colis # &1 505 € 108 2L
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a. Anyone sleeping before the ‘Ishd” prayer runs the risk of not waking in time
to perform the Tshd” prayer or, even if he awakes, laziness might get the
better of him and not allow him to perform the prayer with due
submissiveness and devotion. It is, therefore, necessary that we go to sleep
only after performing the ‘Ishd’ prayer. )

b. Staying up and talking after the ‘Ishi” is also not proper, because it could
result in one’s sleeping past the Fajr prayer.

702. It was narrated that ‘Aishah @32 (523 T 23 & 0 dls - vy

said: “The Messenger of Allah % C ke 1 2eos Lf:”’ e o
did not sleep before the Tshd’ nor  *2™ & T e S
stay up (talking) afterit.” (Hasan) 13 4y L2 Giz V6 .6 Jf @iz
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Comments:
‘Aishah, the Mother of Believers 4, has spoken of the general habit of the
Messenger of Alidh # otherwise, on occasions, his having discussions with
the Companions and delivering admonitions is proven from authentic
Ahidith.
703. 1t was narrated that 3
‘Abdulldh bin Mas'ud said: “The e se e - e e e
Messenger of Allah % rebuked us ANl G e S cont G el G
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Comments:

The prohibition was in respect to the long sfctmgs of poetic recitations and
tale-telling that the Arabs were wont to have in those days. It does not
apply to engaging in useful and purposeful speeches and discussions.

Chapter 13. Prohibition Of & d@.u L - (I omal))
Saying The “‘Afamah Prayer” voos
(Prayer Of Darkness) (W el 4’““"“” Do

704. It was narrated that Ibn ) NS {‘,L;e Bis — vas
‘Umar said: “I heard the " . . . .
Messenger of Alldh # say: ‘Do oF ‘%= & olad Bam 1Y ‘C‘t«ajl

not let the Bedouin make you u_; ‘i;_{_;, u_,f LE uﬁj Uﬁ 3ol E
change the name of your prayer. ~ [ ,’: .
It is the Ish@’, and they bring their 5 HE b1 085 Eass 136 52 o

camels in and milk them at
X 7291 )
nightfall.” (Sahik) Vf“’&“’ o Bl P
N 54 s A
D\:.fh.» gi.g_.l:—iru"tfilc LLAJ_.;G-E_, e Laall l.:,j_j ul.» c..b_—LMJI c(..Lu 4::-;:—7 @j"rs

Comments: 4
"Atamah in Arabic means darkness. Since the Bedouin used to bring their
camels in for milking after darkness, they started calling the “Ishi” prayer
the “Atamah prayer.” However, we find the term ‘Afamah also appearing in
some of the Ahddith. As such, the Prophet’s command to this effect is to be
taken as recomunendatory rather than obligatory, i.e,, it is preferable that we
avoid calling it the “Atamah prayer. And Alldh knows best.

705. It was narrated from Abu . & ob At 2 Sy Bas - veo

Hurairah that the Prophet # said: S e e e e

“Do not let the Bedouins make  #o72 58 ¢l 28 0 et BAS

you change the name of your goond w2 ANAE

prayer.” Ibn Harmalah added: et ‘jll ¥ ‘éﬁd &i; ‘i?b& o

“Rather it is the ‘Tshd’, but they ol G sy Dgan G N d
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say the ‘Atamah because they
bring their camels in for milking
at that time (when it is dark).”
(Sahih)
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